Physical Presence Questions For Main Declaration

This is not an exhaustive list. Please use these as a starting point and ask reasonable follow up questions.

Some of the questions will not relate to your client’s situation or type of trafficking. Please review them with care. 

1. When you finally escaped from [Trafficker] …

a. What kind of condition were you in physically?

b. What kind of condition were you in mentally/emotionally/psychologically?

2. Could you have returned to [Country] once you escaped [Trafficker]? If not, why not? (I am not asking if you wanted to return to [Country], I am asking if it was POSSIBLE for you to return to [Country].

3. Did you have any money or economic resources when you escaped? Please describe your financial situation. 

4. Were you worried that [Trafficker] would try and find you after you escaped?

5. What prevented you from reporting what happened to you right after you escaped?

6. What did you do after you escaped?

a. Where did you go?

b. Where did you live?

c. How did you survive?

d. How long did it take you to find another job? [labor trafficking]

e. Did you depend on others for help and support? If so, for how long.

f. How long did it take you to get back on your feet and become self-sufficient?

7. Please tell me what kinds of struggles you had and how life was hard from the time when you escaped until the present. Please explain how these struggles relate to your experience with [Trafficker] or how your struggles/problems were caused by the trafficking.

8. Did you suffer any psychological problems/symptoms as a result of your experience with [Trafficker]?

a. Please describe the problems or symptoms you struggled with.

b. When did these problems or symptoms start?

c. Did you ever have these problems or symptoms before the experience with [Trafficker]?

d. Do you continue to struggle with the problems and symptoms today?

i. If you continue to struggle with these problems and symptoms today, please tell me how the problems and symptoms affect your daily life?

ii. Do they make it hard for you to do normal daily tasks?

iii. Do they make it hard for you to hold a job?

iv. Do they affect your ability to make plans and follow through with them?

v. Do they affect your energy levels?

vi. Do they cause panic reactions to certain things? If so, what kinds of things cause you to fell panicked?

1. What does it feel like when you suffer those panic reactions?

vii. Do they affect your relationships with family and friends? 

viii. Did these problems and symptoms prevent you from returning to [Country]? If so, please explain.

e. How did these problems and symptoms prevent you from seeking help?

f. How did staying in the United States help you deal with these problems and symptoms?

g. In what ways has it been difficult for you to move on from the trafficking experience?

h. Have you recovered from the trafficking experience?

i. If so, how long did it take you to recover?

ii. If not, how are you still not recovered? What has prevented you from recovering?

i. Only related to the trafficking . . . why is it important for you to stay here instead of returning to [Country]. How are you getting help to overcome the effects of the trafficking here that you would not be able to get in [Country]. Why would you be worse off in [Country] than you are here. Please don’t discuss things unrelated to the trafficking.

j. When was the first time you told someone about what happened with [Trafficker].

k. When did you first learn that you were a victim of trafficking and learn about the T visa?

l. How did you learn that you could report what happened to you?

m. What changed to make it so that you felt safe to come forward and talk to someone about what happened to you?

n. Have you ever received counseling or therapy to help you deal with any psychological or mental health issues related to the trafficking? 

i. If so, when and how long. Please be as specific as possible about the dates you received therapy and for how long.
ii. If you haven’t received counseling or therapy, what has prevented you from getting this help?
